Lost Creek Reservoir

Jacksboro, texas
Finis Shale

The finis Shale is in the lower section of the Graham Formation, Cisco
Virgilian Series of the Upper Pennsylvanian. This, approximately 300
million year old, outcrop represents one of the most richly fossiliferous
exposures of marine shelf sediments in the United States.

This location is a man-made exposure at the north end of Lake
Jacksboro. The lower half is dark gray to almost black, carbonaceous
mudstone containing conularids, rugose corals, brachiopods, gastropods
and less common pelecypods. The pelagic fauna consists of ammonoids
and nautiloids, plus various marine sharks. In addition, it contains an

assortment of terrestrial plant debris including fossil seed pods and
wood fragments.

The upper half is a lighter gray and becomes progressively lighfer,
sandier and extremely fossiliferous in the upper few meters beneath the
Jacksboro Limestone which caps the exposure.

Thanks to Pennsylvanian Fossils of North Texas by Mark Mckinzie and
John Mcleod for the above information.
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